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One Penny 


December'' 2th., 1,242. ' 



Revolutionary workers in Britain are appalled "by, the present seem- 
ing apathy of the- workers. -Wages are frozen, then.reduced by 
...devaluation, the workers are pressed for more production and goaded 
to revolt by managerial insults, yet, apart from 0 few "undffieial"- 
strikes such as that of the St. .Pancras railmen, they patiently" endure 

,3, u - 0. X X $ . 


. f'5 e 01 t ^ 11R is > and we are Sorry to admit it, that the great 

majority ox. v he workers are patient because they believe that the 
Labour Government in some .way represents them. They would never have 
put up with so much from a Tory .Government, •- 

Patiently “and stoically they claim that , having elected this 
government, they must give it a "fair trial* 5 . So "they endure rising 

-prices, shortage of tobacco, enforced teetotrlism and work drives-, 
'•bWbruse they feel a high sense of public responsibility, We regret this 
-nd hete the thought the 0 sheet a fine spirit is misplaced by trust in 
a political outfit thbt is no better, or .worse.,. than the rest. 

But we,would contrasty this sacrifide and sense of responsibility 
I with the behaviour of the Capitalist and' so-called middle-class. Even 
| under their own Tory Government these people rarely showed any public 
spirit, How these Tories have inverted their previous patriotic 
slogan, "My- country right or wrong* 1 , to one."My country is' always' ' ■ 

’wrong if I don't approve its Government", 


This writer has just made a Journey qf several thousand miles 
in the U.S.A., and met many British Tories there and crossing the 
Atlantic, c . ( .Without exception these people have reviled r ltd cursed 
their, borihtxy whenever they could get rn audience of Americans, 

ent or future, as -they - 
fJooiail'st Government". 


nothing was decent about Britain, past, presen 
..... .■t'-ori U- VrshttH ..4id‘ ! going to B "S 
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; ^eas 

ae phoney prescriptions, ~ °' J Practices, such 

i? Britain, .*% ert“^*owM®nte%?1fc*tore' : ^OTtoov a 8 . i ? 1 *- 0 l f** 
fitted to control industry,'the responsible eoolal^ ir^LrtWet 

t b 1 ? v ° th ° 

UNEnpLOrnENToN INCREASE 

’Some serious'trends of the times ore rt vppI^ h 
oy the International Labour Organisation r-p r 7 J ? recent survey 
11 show rises in unemployment " “ li 00 ^tnes surveyed, 

f iy Ms v&irzKza&i r k *» 

unemployed This compered with 2,227,000 in Mr ?948 ™ r ° 6 
•220, ^9 v,7eln? a VlU'^l time^in Belgium where .again in "july, 

Ohio mrried r- dPop of a?6 froAih^pert -I? B P r f for work - 

compered with 129,27 4, 0 r 6,**, in July' 1948 111 Manny, end 

the BiEonoi 1 puoP Jll 'x“ 25 * 1 4 |E a t0 ollml1 ln Western Germany end Burin, in 
2-aiy, 1949, in 

f oeeding S « i r=Sre:p 0 SS fTT'l '*’*»«*- ^thoug 

Sweden, France, the Setheriendf^ SwitnerLm! trHrto ' De ™' rk ' Filll “ 

Janusry*to fel1 ** m 4 °°,725 in 

in June, UjKmplo^mentIl^o'decrepsea 1 !^* tot6X T ill ' iustrlcl oopulrtion 

R i C °’ ,1 oomprriaon with' the 'o^^onAn/S M I? 

economic tendencies which need careful ^ represent 

~ WUSTEBRUffG Am 

--------^ uo j-UDLSiluLS, November, 1 ^. 4 ^ # 

LEG HIRE 

Hoom CZTZ2 cL“'g“™^oA 4 : Tc c f^* APPE0AGIi: 

8t . '’** ?>m - (opposite leiceaEeJ Sa ArIs?;«oi) y ’ De °: Mth ' 
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T HE TR ANSPOR T RACKET" 

a^a^a^x^jjaisa Bssat. 

British Ira^port Cohesion PUbU ° 8tl “ of the fierce for the 

f* h> r- - 

ssawE&saR: @Ehs:a at ? iS s sn„i,s: 

suns :&; .r - ™ ~3 “ss:*,s. 


WHERE TEE MOUSY GOES 


£4,7 


These figures were plastered ©cross the 
aesdlijfles ol the daily press. . So were, 
million "losses'- for 1?48, published in 


for 


that matter, the 
-September, 194?, 

the dsi >y P re *sa dared not disclose•then wrs the full consol- 

;s, is-KTSh ussi; % sash gc““ 

services, In foot, r totrl profit o±'’i;36^4’million S t0 0tn£l1 

c.-s: ^: P od t o e P “o f u t or 4 ::ii e f*«*«* 

ter 8 

AdminJst^tioi“»lc°£7m y ono th - - *^. h0 * th ^ On "Control 

for the next 90 <* {report. ? to.k (held 

spoilt. 


next ?0 years by the 
On "Freight Rebates" 


^US® 


« ~ ~ a. ^ o o u u u JSw V_ 

ex--shareholders^ £42 ? 5 million wrs 
lto Industrie 1 enterprise)) £>.? million. 


,. - 5?heR British’ .-Transport Commission wrs" however 

that. "PT.mrioion 4?— n__ ^_i >.n , .. ?. a v "--*•> 

in 

million 7 J ?0k r m y e £ >°ho»ori,oving o totrl deficit 
million, the figure that the "Popular Press" published. 


4 . iT-r^ ' ** w uuiuu ob-Luxi w-rs; However not ■ ^ r fi °fi vi 

% yer rs °time Utooh efj^TCT?’^ out 

t mry he) took r mere e?n!i . * JJ glT*"® 1 


THE DRAI1T CUT WORKIIG EXPENSES 


Thrt the British' Transport Commission 
wos able to--mefee sn ©ctuel profit of 


18 ^ uprising ^ oT woSw' 

knSledrc B thrt tte "to^iBtrrtive hureruerroy involves. It if common 

uersonrei n " o U - a ‘ n .® r 0 supervisors, superintendents, odministretiy 
I™ S sA-°? d -,, 1W f?- 9apes 011 the Regionel Boards' (salaried 

'h n™; o? 1 " 1 ^.' 0 ^7>0 part-timeis: out of all proportion to 

Umber of produotl ve workers. How,the transport.services manage 
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or ®chs thut ^wonder to most workers who have--any 

_ouaeoLion- wi un. tue transport industry, 

?*' ^obvious that, only on the basis of the-:extremely low wages 
i,.,,, in theindustry, is this corrupt set-up allowed to continue, 

^OToi!f n P tdat tke Minister Transport proposes to 

i»a toot Otar.?« ;7 pS! 0anSl 0harees V l6 ' “* two-thirds per cent, 

f® ply °f th f ruanufaoturing;.,interests to this was o threat to 

Tb f!- C0 ? t of livi '^' Mr. F, -Grot wick, General 

f?oi?h- ?^ t° nDx Glx?m i er oi Trcde * said; ^An increase in 
xrc^n, t nd. parcel charges must obviously be rejected in the price of 

^mon/tr^ot 1 ^ '-.ae facts, let us' hope that. a. .realisation spreads*' 
lyHolSio^to th ^ ~ N 1 ' workers generally - that the only effeet- 
Worke;^^ortrol *1 Presenc sot-up is the syndicalist’ solution of 

J * 1 vhiS indue ° r ‘ y em > f °r that matter, in all industries. 

________ _ ~ F.R. 

BORINS FROM W'ITHBn". 




r”b «%x[ 1 - 


Michael Quill, brad* union boo*** the lew 'ft^Nadera-round " ‘ ' 

he !. l!0 “. in to help .for* tire «;1S,« i3t 

: • & 

, - • *" wi^h molly more .union "bosses? into 0 

hj tt, to ^r 1 s t ta?> h ri m R He:re \ fF Mick-always did what the C.P. wonted ' 
him, to, ^nd talked the party line like he was reciting poetry He- 

title‘“Red^Miko” 163- G,P * raecibership ’ nnd M .Publicly rejoiced in the' 

di ooovc??d°2?r f J sf ^“Hartley Act, and one morning Mick ritoka and 

one ^ ol leatf %ft + ^V° S s n0t r; CC “ ist - he hpd ^er been 
. £L: c i 0u nN >ta$m tr * ond prove it] , JSfow Quill fe^ Mp 10b 

„n,., a_beaer auti-Communist never blew down is- ci-P-ar '• ' " 

This has happened in hundreds of p-iqpn ^ tt °a I , . . 

been helued to n fL„ v, J O' ? ui cases in u 0 ,A,, where 'men have 
+;R' - a oilicO' by the Commies, Such strange rnttos in Vhr ■ ' 

: : ss-ei 

on "Boring Vro^Within^/ ^ Coimmuniam » , for further leseohs : 


OUR ALLIES I - 


nijNJ T®. ® ee that the Germans win, we have to help the- 
Russians, should we see that the Russians win, .we have 


to help the Gormma, so long as-as many of them as possible mi-ht kin 
.QUO -another. SEJJAfOR HARRY SEUMAL, w Iew York 
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E L E c T I 0 N 5 

(MELBOURNE, 27’ll.4S) .Wo ere in the thick of the Federal Election 
campaign here, with a good derl of\interest-being token.. The liberrl 
i * e■« -Conservatiye ) Opposition .'accuse the Chifley Labour. Government 
of. being oocialists, and Labour don’t exo otly•deny the impeaohment, 
hut explain that. oil they ineen by it is noti-onrliaction of my utility 
Proved injurious to the public, The secred rights of property ere 
otherwise not to be touched. The Gommos ore also putting up numerous 
candidates, rnd spying they stand for "Socialisa” which, when closely 
examined, merely memo nationalisation of big business. As for as I 
know-there is no genuine Sooiclist. candidate in oil Australia,.. the 
actual Socialist Party (affiliated with the S.P.G.B.i- being too poor 
C3ad obscure to of ford the. nomine t ion deposit, which is &2J?., ■ The 
Trotskyists, too, who hove o few dozen members in Sydney, a.re still to 
inconaidercble to put up even one candidate, 

I think thet Labour will win again, it points to the great 
prosperity of the country at present, and practically says: .“Alone we 
did it!> T1 The workers, who remember the bad conditions under anti- 
Lab out Governments, 192J-W1, and notice the contrast, put two and 
fc’/o together and make eight of it, very illogically of course, "but 
nothing succeeds like•success, And Labour, claiming all the'credit, 
.v/ixl probably succeed, _ Anti-Labour is hampered, by their leadership 
oeing the same old gang ~ Monzi g b and Fad den ~ the former being 
bitterly disliked by the trade unions. These men are, only too 
obviously, the spokesmen of big business, and Labour profits from that 
loot, Besides, while demanding the lifting of controls on property 
a no. investment, the anti—Labour leaders demand-, also, military 
conscription for young men. It is easy to,■see what their “Freedom" 
means, , - , 

The enlargement of the Parliament by two-thirds, and the 
redistribution of all seats, makes forecasting difficult, but from the 
election’ meetings I -have' attended, including Chifley’s in Melbourne« 
Labour stocks are high it seems, 

Today there' is actually a labour shortage of a quarter of a 
million. Ten years ago it was 1 the other way round, You will 
realise, then, that the Australian workers of today ere not'likely 
to think the social system of i>47 a bad one. The Welfare State has 
given, them social security ( or so they consider.)) end' consequently, 
any rejection by them of the State, as an enemy of the. workers, is 
not likely in any immediate future. Perhaps a world economic crisis, 
which would force the State to reduce social benefits, would wake them 
up. But reliance on the State plays such a large role in Australian 
traditions, that it is going to be a tremendous job to change the 
workers’ mentality. 


Better from Australia. 

TW£ fEpERAL. 






A 




/ 


Be ceiahe.r, ■ !>•/ 


, Lfr: 

V- ti' A • 


4Cil0ra U8 ' 7 " 4 ’ - ? e, 

« ' • rO-o— 

oCME ADTEP TTf-rwtrww j 


VlJSV 7 of the Hberh Party hob boon 

Eesotibn-and Sooisli B t'rolT’y». t -i‘<bp^ X ? a ^— Sil ,!e ®»j tw<t ’'* 

.■'•*"■' u,ia -^ ar “.y •x'ropogends coster 
■ , • *^0 — r~--Q."* ■ ' *" • 


•RPTf-j-t 


V J i^ l^.ohoa — c:: U }i 

•<,. 4 . . ^ a&t * bric.td.ey or in that count t, w ;g T -h-V : *? £ 

Ox owe leDourers, laid -15,TV. hr'ic>a dur'in- +h-~' 5 ; , ft 9° "°vd llr “d 

• "“«■ m« porks out ot apWlSW tel- V, £w T arae of . sn H «. 
every two seconds, t briclh'-'r ,-,,'UV 1', 8 Str minute, or one 

brick's per 6- h0 nr Ibiit 5 o^od WV: W ^* °° ' t0 ^ 

• -o,“ 0 -C~C- -o*-* . - 

SHE' SAIE XEl 


Inside the ia’bdtiT’ Pprv wr . ■ ■ _ >. 
our own breed oi' WV WVVIV TV™ 

s oi nationalised Indus t-d on -, v '• A. 

witl1 “ Powers of pa tronoge |rivaS 

j.-ennie nee - wife of. AnwvS n Bovwn, - 


chairmen of ’beards 
e o onomic p ower- 
industriolint". 


'Quoted, .in the 

1 0 — O — O. O— O 


dly Moil" 11,11 ,49 


Those wbo cannot stand for i'rliomdut ir-cliVU 
m . orimiDolg undergoing sentence, Peers of Great Britain 
.a& preservative Peers of Scotland and ■ Ireland. Church of Enel and 
Cxergymen, Roman Catholic priests and High Court judges". 


-O-O-O-O-O' 


■ACtorV 23711,49, 


A Ml l O W -‘he Queen may take over the mothering of Prince Chari qb 
4 .. T 7. d ^ ri ^ ller stp y ht Windsor, 1 gather/' fhe Castle nursery 

l" 1 " 1 -the victoria lower lias Been prepared fox Prince Charles It is 
decorated in pastel shades, and consists of a playroom, night morn 
sirm.i.i schoolroom and nanny’s Quarters’*, ‘ " 

w Stor«, 25.11.4 9, 

-0-0-*0-0"0“ 


MOVE YOU 5 HI PIG-, COMRADE 1 


’Russian world chess champion, Mjtinwiv. 
soys* "Only in a Socialist land, where the 


^i^V\whe Peopie is a matter-which the Party and Government take 
Puluicularly close „o heart, is such rapid progress among young 

P0ss 7 Dle ’ Wester Europe and .Amor'ca, the'chess art, 
"~ a ' ouxtiire, is on toe decline- 1 ; ~ Tace Hews agency, '41 ,11, 4?. 
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ECOMOM!C STRUCC LE & 

IMPERIALIST conflict 

The attitude to be taken toward,a the economic struggles which 
sre developing throughout the world under the" influence'of imperial¬ 
ist conflicts is an extremely important question for syndicalists 
everywhere, -An intelligent approach to this question could, be decis¬ 
ive for our. possibility of winning.thd workers to 'syndicalist'ideas 
and for our own-.struggle, ; We must maintain our position to the 
■workers' movement, and do our duty in the class-struggle in its 
changing form, 

We must admit frankly thet all trade-union movements, together 
with their present-day activity,, are politically influenced, The 
Social Democrats, above all in'the countries where they ere in power, 
do everything possible to transform the unions into willing instru¬ 
ments .to help their governmental policies,,' The unions are pledged to 
wage-freezing, -etc: they must a-gfee to class-collaboration and to 
submission to the capitalist system wita its attacks on the working- 
class, If workers take strike.'action, the socialist governments' 
ere prepared to go to any lengths■4gelnst them - the case in France, 
Britain, Australia, Finland end other countries, The'working-class' 
"representatives" in the government ,take etriko-breaking action against 
workers engaged in the struggle against capitaItem, fundibe lists must 
fight this policy of so-called socialist governments,.- 

With regard to. the communists, it is well-known that ell working- 
class struggles are ruthlessly -suppressed in countries where they have 
gained power. But, in'those countries where they rre, as yet," not in 
power, they try to .use .industrial struggles for their own party 
interests. 

it is'absolutely clear that Stalinism/ with its terrorist methods, 
with its suppression of freedom everywhere it has the possibility to 
do sc. is the'most dangerous• enemy of the working-class,, • We are agreed 
on the necessity of fighting Stalinism, energetically and mercilessly. 
On this question there can be no difference of opinion among 
revolutionary syndicalists,-. 

And with regard to this struggle against Stalinism, we have' no 
need to reproach ourselves. For many years the syndicalist movement 
and its militants" have curried out a- decided struggle against , 
bolshevism, There is no doubt ox the necessity '•-of continuing: this 
struggle. But, in doing so,--we must avoid getting unwelcome bed¬ 
fellows, Our fight against -Stsliniem has r different basis to that 
of the majority of people who are today attacking communism,. 

The British Anarchists recently declared that they did; not want 
to be caught up in the present anti.--Communist movement. We were 
fighting ©gainst the Communists, they said, when their present-day 
enemies were still their allies, . ■' 

. In other words, we must not identify ourselves with the 
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op pitalist campaign against the Communists. We must never forget 
that capitalism fights for profits and against ? I 'o ° L 

^P?n^ fh 88 t f 011 ' - And iS ° lear thet capitalist struggle 
SmieA WOrker8 1S no '" belne “rrieS on under an anti-Commniet 

f ° r j xsmple ’ e¥ery radical end revolutionary tendency 

vorfef" on 804 \ tta ° fed - >“» tactic ie used aiinst 3 

■ : utTo on otrike in cases where not even the wii^t 

-iixluenee is present. -The capitalists ore exploi tint M0 "t people'- 

natural; aversion for the Stalinists and theL me thods. * * 

zmmum- 55u°fJi!;&* m aocl£ 8trllce ’ the Kris m 

J ’ v ‘ v/i o 16 Xiiriin ■ cue iiioil who wrnt°- f n ryp-f VIn * n• r.. ^ 

s * 

m si?--: in 

r“unr moant tc ™ *■ 

rcl-owf Uti0nri f ’t^rdioalists must support eyery'working-class 
i" / economic ends, aid we must take part in these struggles 

for ?heir°„ 30 ? T !“ tll ° u « h the Stalinists try to use these atrSfgles 
for their own interests. In participating we must do everything 

popgihle to eliminate politiool Interference in .the strikes. On' this 
que8 tiion we identify ourselves- completely with- the' point of' view 
o-ypr-./ssr.-d some- time..pgo % the British syndicflints’, "in a letter to 
khe Secretariat of the- Interna tional,Wording Men 1 s Associr tion: - 
^ - Gn v .'tbing seems very clear,to us. And that is thrt if we fre 

.pr.rtia.ipr ting ; in worfeing-olrse struggles heoruse-' the 

Gommanisf Party seeks to use them for its own ends, then we might rs 
weliuc^ase callingqourselyes- revolutionaries. To. take'this Position ' 
wou.i.d .lead us into a liaison, tacit or open, with fill the forces of 
x o.-.c tio*i... -Our weapon- against the Communist. Party on the industrial < 
xi.eld id .surely greater militancy and honesty. Obviously'we have to , 
ay tack-the ...manoeuvres of the Stalinists,.. both politically and indust¬ 
rially - we recognise, ..only too well, their.menace, and we have 
never -ceased from unmasking, their treachery, n 

That is all we need to say on the .question. 


JOHD AlJDERSSOli, 'G-qneral Secretary, 
I.W.M.A, ,' Stockholm; Sweden, 


If .,poi^t of view expressed in DIRECT ACTIO® has interested 


write to us .for further information, and for the AFB's list of 
lit era ture, 


you, 


Published by the A.E.B., Amberley Road, iondoh W, 9, 





